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THE PICTURE SPREAD OUT BEFORE THE SPIRIT-WORLD. 

The following article in a late number of the Christian Citizen, the excellent paper 
of the " Learned Blacksmith/-' is from the pen of Samuel E. Coues. 

A few days since I examined a collection of paintings, exhibited for sale. 
Some of the pictures were " battle scenes," and these, in the owner's 
estimation, were the gems of the collection. 

I believe that our religion frowns upon all wars, and all preparations for 
war ; that as a Christian, a man cannot fight. But to wave this, admit that 
war is necessary, that the floating battery must be built, that ingenuity must 
be stretched to the utmost to invent the machinery of destruction, that some 
of our citizens must be trained to the art of man-butchery ; admitting all this, 
then let me ask, why will men place in their houses pictures of the heart- 
sickening scenes of the murderous conflict? Do they love to have the eye 
rest upon the agony of their fellow-men? Is the picture of the ship, with 
her decks slippery with gore, and the heart-blood of hundreds staining the 
waters around her, — are these paintings, whicb recall the dead and the 
dying, the wounded and the mutilated, with their limbs torn off, or their 
bowels gushing out, — are these suggestive of pleasant thoughts ; are these 
agreeable objects of contemplation 1 

They were so once, for, from the force of long established habit of mind, 
these pictures called up ideas of success, of heroism, of triumph, of glory. 
But this habit of men's thoughts is broken now. The things which once 
stimulated passion, and excited the martial spirit, now cause us to detest 
war, and call up our strength to oppose its desolation. Every enlightened 
man looking upon such pictures, sees recorded upon the canvass the protest 
of humanity against the strife of arms. It is now as if the print of the 
battle were folded in the leaves of the gospel. We cannot see the one 
without recalling the spirit of the other. 

These pictures are often the direct advocates of peace. They speak* 
eloquently and forcibly to the eye. They show us what war is. 1 remem- 
ber one, which thus spoke most intelligibly. It was a battle scene, in which 
were depicted, — stretching out as far as the eve could reach, to the very 
horizon of the picture, — two vast armies, engaged in the work of slaughter. 
The smoke almost covered up the contending hosts, rendering the main 
battle indistinct. In the fore-ground, on which the eye could not fail to 
rest, was the commander-in-chief ; the foot of the horse on which he sat 
was on the breast of a wounded man ; he was trampling out of his own 
soldier the last remnant of life. It impressed on every beholder the nature 
of war — of war with its iron heel upon the breast of humanity. 

There is an awful thought suggested by this subject. It is this — there is 
a permanence in the deeds of the soldier. The noise of the battle to us has 
subsided ; the wounded have ceased to feel their anguish ; the dead have 
been buried; the mound over their graves has been leveled by time, and 
every trace of the deadly strife upon the earth obliterated. Still, there is 
no artist required to give the conflict its permanency. Every battle stands 
a perpetual record. Their features are never to be erased. They are all, 
to the very minutiae, daguerreotyped on the moral world. 

Upon the spot of ocean where the battle raged, to our sight, there is a 
calm now. Its waters are unruffled ; the deep blue wave rolls in silence 
there. The winds have long since scattered the smoke of the conflict ; the 
roar of the cannon has ceased ; we cannot even mark the spot. In mercy 
our eyes have been dimmed ; there hangs over the scene a veil impenetrable 
to those in the flesh. To Him, to whom the past and the present are one, 
to all the redeemed around the throne, to the whole host of heaven, the 
battle ever rages there. The groans still come up fiom the place. The 
deep-mouthed curse and the frantic yell, the gurgling death-cry, the shout 
of victory, the thunder of the cannon, continue to be heard. The wounded 
limbs and mutilated bodies bleed ; the water holds fast its crimson dye. 
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The sword thrust into the heart of the enemy, remains there ; the writhing 
agony of the sufferer, the attitude and expression of him who caused it, 
change not. The flush of savage exultation, the last look of the strong 
man weltering in his blood, the rage, the fury, the fierce passions, once 
speaking in every look, are now indelible pictures spread out before the eye 
of the spirit-wotld. The impression is for ever. It is a stamped record 
resting through eternity. It has been, is, and ever will be, before God. 
Let the soldier pause, before he again writes down the everlasting record of 
his disobedience to the law of the Prince of Peace. 



TESTIMONIES FROM THE RIGHT SOURCE. 

The ministers of Christ should be the leaders of his church in every good 
work; and as such our Society has ever treated them. It was established 
at their recommendation ; we have repeatedly gone to them for advice and 
countenance; we have invited them, if they would do the work needed, to 
do it in their own way ; and we rejoice to find so many of them commending 
its claims with so much warmth, and taking hold of it themselves with 
increasing earnestness and zeal. May the God of peace multiply the num- 
ber of such co-workers, and grant them signal success ! — We used for years 
to bring our cause pretty regularly before ecclesiastical bodies, until we 
obtained from eight or ten denominations all the endorsements we could 
desire. This service we have very much neglected for several years ; but 
we are glad to see the subject coming before such bodies this year with 
results so favorable, and we copy some specimens of the action they have 
taken upon it. 

ECCLESIASTICAL BODIES ON PEACE. 

GENERAL CONVENTION OF VERMONT, JUNE, 1844. 

"Resolved, I, That the various enterprises of benevolence now in progress, imper- 
atively require Peace, as indispensable to their full success. 

" 2. That the gospel has power, when rightly applied, to abolish war as well as other 
evils, and that Christians ought therefore to enforce its pacific principles in such a 
manner as will insure the actual abolition or abandonment of it in every Christian 
country." 

RUTLAND CONSOCIATION, VT. 

" Messrs. Steele and Myers, appointed to report upon a memorial from the church 
in Castleton on the subject of Peace, reported the following resolutions, which were 
unanimously adopted : 

" 1. Resolved, That it be recommended to the ministers of our churches to preach 
on the subject of peace on the Sabbath preceding the 25th of December, annually, and 
that a meeting for prayer and conference on the subject be held on the evening fol- 
lowing. 

"2. Resolved, That one of our number be appointed annually, to prepare an address 
on the subject of peace, to be presented during the meeting of Consociation, or to 
make other arrangements to bring the subject forward, and that the Consociation will 
give place for such exercises ; and further, that the individual so appointed be instruct- 
ed to call the attention of the churches to the subject through the Vermont Chronicle, 
and in other ways to labor to secure attention to the recommendations of Consociation 
on this subject. 

" Rev. Mr. Plumb was appointed, in pursuance of this resolution." 

Thanks to the church in Castleton for their memorial, and to the Conso- 
ciation for their action on the subject. It is the best movement we have 
seen, just the thing we most need and desire, — the churches and ministers 
taking hold of the cause, and managing it in their own way. No friction, 
no evil of any kind, nothing but good to the cause and to themselves, from 
such a course. Let all do likewise, and peace will soon triumph wherever 
the gospel is known. 

CONFERENCE OF RHODE ISLAND, JUNE, 1844. 

"Resolved, 1. That the cause of peace, as an important auxiliary in reclaiming man- 
kind to God, and preparing them for heaven, demands the sympathy, prayer and aid 
of the Christian community. 

" 2. That, in a day like the present, we deem it especially important, in the prose- 
cution of such an enterprise, to keep in view its sole aim of abolishing the custom 



